SUMMARY Sexually transmitted diseases in developing countries are causing concern to those responsible for their control and eradication. To gain a better understanding of the problems involved in a country struggling with development, the economic and psychosocial factors influencing the spread of STD in Ethiopia have been studied. Increased migration and urbanisation and the changing role of women have led to a rise in prostitution. Thus changes in the social structure-particularly in relation to the education and employment of women-and improved medical services are essential for the long-term control of STD.
Introduction
Sexually transmitted diseases (STD) in developing countries are causing concern to those responsible for their control and eradication. To gain a better understanding of the issues involved, Ethiopia was selected for an in-depth study because of the high prevalence of all types of STD, including syphilis, gonorrhoea, chancroid, lymphogranuloma venereum, and granuloma inguinale.
No reliable statistics are presently available on the actual extent of STD in Ethiopia, but Guthe' reported that syphilis was the most frequent disease being treated. Field studies carried out in various provinces showed that the prevalence of positive seroreactors was between 32% and 70%. Schaller2 estimated the annual incidence as 150 000 new infections.
Reports of STD in Ethiopia deal almost exclusively with the medical aspects of the problem. Because an understanding of the social factors contributing to the spread of these diseases is extremely important in order to devise strategies for their long-term control, this paper analyses these aspects and, in particular, their implications for women. The rationale for this approach is threefold. Firstly, Ethiopian women, particularly prostitutes, are one of the major reservoirs of STDs and are responsible for their high prevalence. [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] In preparation for marriage virtually all Amhara women are circumcised either shortly after birth or before the age of 15. This is done to assure the prospective bridegroom that his spouse will not be oversexed and subsequently unfaithful to him. 4 Three forms of marriage exist among the Amhara. The first and simplest is a temporary one and consists of a ceremonial meal eaten by the two spouses. Since it is temporary, dissolution is by mutual agreement. In the second, that of a bond wife, the marriage procedure is similar to the first, but requires the blessing of a priest. Divorce, which occurs frequently in this type of marriage, is easily obtained by both men and women. In the third form of marriage, the contracting parties take the sacrament and wear golden church mantles and crowns. Such a marriage is indissoluble and entered into by very few (S D Messing, unpublished data, 1957) .
The vast majority of Amhara adopt the first two types of marriage, which provide them with maximum flexibility in adjusting to unpredictable environmental circumstances. Thus, numerous transient sexual liaisons and opportunities for contracting and spreading STD are the result for women.
STATUS OF WOMEN
The Amhara culture makes a sharp distinction between the roles of "noblewomen" and the "commoner" women. Noblewomen are granted almost all of the prerogatives of noblemen while the commoner women, who constitute 95%!7o of the female population, are thought to need protection and tribal discipline because of "psychological weakness" (S D Messing, unpublished data, 1957) . This ascribed weakness largely determines the roles assigned to women in the traditional Amhara society. In the first three categories, the quality and the quantity of labour is comparable in both sexes. In the last three categories, male job responsibilities are varied, prestigious, and challenging; there is an indication of literacy, status, and respect. Female job responsibilities, by comparison, are routine, drudgelike, and menial; there are no equivalent roles for women, unless being a prostitute or nun is considered an equivalent.
A major determining force in the repression of women is the attitude of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. Common women are thought to be unclean and hence allowed to do only manual labour for the church. They are not allowed entrance into the church until old age when, if respectable, they may be considered for the nunnery (S D Messing, unpublished data, 1957).
Many women are unhappy with their tasks of fetching water, dung, and firewood and aspire to move upward. Especially attractive to the dissatisfied women of the countryside are the comparative luxuries enjoyed by the brewers and sellers of alcoholic beverages (T G Kidan, personal communication, 1976; D S Plorde, unpublished data).
In summary, these complex inter-related factors appear to be contributing to an increase in countryto-city migration in Ethiopia.4 5 10 This, in turn, is resulting in weakened family and community relationships and an increase in promiscuity. Unfortunately, few demographic data are available, and the actual net migration from rural to urban areas is unknown. The limited data available on the distribution of STD in Ethiopia suggest that venereal disease is predominantly an urban problem. Guthe (14) etc. In all, 31 occupational choices were available to men. Of the 2452 women, most were housewives (931) or brewers and sellers of alcohol (338); a few were servants (31), nuns (9) , bread sellers (3), and waitresses (2) . In all, six occupational choices were available to women. Of the 338 brewers and sellers of alcoholic beverages 198 lived in the roadside and 140 in the market villages.
A clarification of the role of the brewer and seller of alcohol in the Amhara culture is vital to understanding it as an occupational choice by so many Amhara women. Traditionally, the art of brewing and selling alcohol ("tej" and "talla") was a special skill taught to all young girls as part of their preparation for adulthood. Because of the early age of marriage for almost all girls, these skills were usually only performed for their immediate family. If however, a woman did not marry, or if she became single, it was acceptable for her to brew and sell these beverages and to serve travellers and others as a "temporary wife." In the traditional society, "tej" and "talla" houses were an integral part of the social structure-a gathering place where people shared ideas, music, and entertainment. Indeed, the "tej" and "talla" sellers were respected by all members of their communities, female as well as male, for their unique entrepreneurial skills (S D Messing, unpublished data, 1957).
CHANGING PATTERNS IN PROSTITUTION
The status of the "tej" and "talla" brewers and sellers plays a critical part in the changing patterns in prostitution. As the rate of migration from countryside to roadside and market villages has increased, so too the number of single women becoming brewers and sellers of "tej" and "talla" has risen. It has become their means of earning a living while looking for a husband. Forty to sixty per cent are considered to be prostitutes rather than "temporary wives" and are no longer respected in their communities (T G Kidan, personal communication, 1976) . With the emergence of "beer houses," where commercial bottled beer is sold and 1004o of the women are prostitutes, respect for these women has been eroded even further. The Ethiopian Provisional Military Administrative Council8 has expressed its view about the issue by declaring that "prostitution is one of the serious social evils still awaiting a lasting solution in the society."
The change in nomenclature, from "temporary wives" to "prostitutes," seems to accompany the ever-increasing numbers of women who are faced with the necessity of earning a living. With so few occupations open to women in the society, even for those who are educated, the single woman appears to choose beer selling and prostitution as a sure and quick way to earn an income. In Addis Ababa, the capital of Ethiopia, with a population of almost one million people, approximately 100 000-150 000 women are in the beer business (T G Kidan, personal communication, 1976 Ethiopia is presently struggling both internally and externally for its life as a nation. The Provisional Military Administrative Council is attempting to restructure major sectors of the society, including expansion of the educational system, development of small industries, provision of social and health services, and revision of its policies of land distribution.8 They have recognised that national progress will require a healthy population and that STDs pose a serious threat to this process of development. For this reason, they have appointed a committee of experts to devise a plan for eradicating prostitution. This solution cannot, however, consist only of abolishing prostitution. It must take into account the fact that these women in becoming prostitutes traded their self-respect for their livelihood, because they saw no other means open to them. Educational programmes, both for these women and members of their communities, such as those carried out in China, will need to be developed and implemented. Furthermore, with the present degree of social dislocation ever-increasing numbers of women will need to find alternative ways of earning a living. Because the Ethiopian government is already reshaping major sectors of the society, now is the ideal time for the simultaneous development of educational and occupational opportunities to meet the needs of women. This will enable them to contribute in a positive way to the economic development of their country. 
